
 

 

 

 

 

 

Leavers 
Students from L1, L2 and L3 visited the local Job Centre 

for a talk by their staff.  Students found out about ‘Universal Job 

Match’ and the help they can get from the Job Centre when they 

leave school.  Feedback from the students suggested they found it 

‘informative and clear’ with information about websites being 

particularly good.  Transition visits for students transferring to Day 

Service provision are going well, with some now attending for a full 

day every week.  Students organised some very successful events to 

raise funds for a trip to London.  A cake sale and raffle were well 

supported by school staff and a Welsh themed non-uniform day was 

a huge success with the whole school taking part.  The highlight of 

this was a football match between staff and students. 

Autistic  Department 

We had an exciting half term, where we held History week, children 

dressed up in Victorian costumes, made cakes and took part in 

sensory stories.  Our topic was colour and the pupils had lots of fun 

turning food different colours.  We visited duck ponds, parks and 

shops where the children were able to buy different food using 

PECS.  It was also assessment fortnight which identified 

excellent progress in maths and English. Several of pupils have 

worked with Jim and Lisa our occupational therapists and the 

pupils especially enjoyed the sensory circuits and rebound 

sessions.  Our leavers this term have been going on transitions to 

their future placements and we would like to wish them all the 

best for their lives after Heronsbridge. 

Primary 
This term we started our Colour and Light topic. All classes have 

had lots of fun exploring different colours and making use of our 

new Primary light rom. Key stage two enjoyed their History week 

learning all about the Victorians. They made lemonade, Victoria 

sponge, danced around the maypole, created their own art work 

and experienced what it would have been like to be a Victorian 

child.  In addition to this Class 5 visited the coffee shop as their 

prize for winning the Fairtrade poster competition. All of us have 

also had our annual assessments—we are worked really hard and did really well.  

Senior 

Our talented pupils won 28 medals in the Special Schools Athletics Finals at Cardiff. Outdoor 

activities are always popular, 27 pupils from KS 3 spent a week at Llangrannog trying out climbing, 

skiing, archery,  quadbikes and more! Their positive “have a go” attitude was fantastic. Staff and 

pupils can’t wait to go again!! Gorwelion was the base for 18 pupils from KS 4 for a week. They were 

very adventurous with river tubing, canyon walks and bushcraft activities. Eye gaze/PC  systems can 

offer exciting communication and learning opportunities for  pupils with limited mobility.  We have 

bought two of these systems and are assessing pupils to see who might be able to use eye gaze in 

school. 
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Dates for the diary 
June 

5th Mencap football, Geneva 

10th Leavers trip to London 

22nd 12-4pm NGS Open Garden  

23rd-26th inspection 

July 

3rd Family Fund, St Brides riding 

school, Child and youth counselling 

services 

7th Cerebra Parent Forum 10.30-

12.30 

8th Sports day 

9th Welfare Benefits clinic ( please 

phone for appointment) 

12th School fete 

18th End of term 



Training  

We have continued to offer a variety of training and development events to both staff and families alike. At 

the beginning of the 1/2 term the SALT team delivered Elklan workshops, the nurses delivered Epilepsy 

Awareness and we had a PCP update from Alana Harris. Karen Davies (FEO) has continued with her variety of 

family events and information (see below). The Healthy Minds course run by Siarlot Hall and Rosie Jones and 

LAP NAP OLAP course by Becky Manley were both well received and attended. The Senior Special Support 

Officers (SSSOs) have continued their programme of training, covering areas such as: coaching, mentoring, 

performance management & dealing with difficulties. A big thank-you to all of our dedicated trainers here at 

Heronsbridge for putting on a varied and successful programme of events.           

Friends of Heronsbridge   

 The friends of Heronsbridge held two events—An evening with Phill and Ash which raised £150 and also a 

quiz night which raised over £200.  We purchased a digital till for the Enterprise team to develop pupils 

monetary skills.  Our next event will be on the 12th of July which is our annual fete event.  Volunteers 

welcome. Our meetings are every month -if you would like to support us by either coming to the meetings or 

attending our events, please look at the moodle site for dates of meetings or upcoming events.  Thank you 

again for all your support. 

Family Matters 

What a busy, short half term! 

CEREBRA came in to give a talk about Understanding and Managing sleep.  

SENSORY WORKSHOP – Parents whose children access DYB were invited in for a beneficial session looking 

at the Sensory curriculum. 

LET’S GET TOGETHER – a new initiative bringing parents together whose children have similar conditions. 

So far we have covered Down’s syndrome and Angelman syndrome. 

 Look out for Autism in the Autumn term. 

WELFARE BENEFITS CLINIC - David Williams hosted individual half hour sessions for parents giving advice 

and information about DLA and other benefits.  Another clinic will be held next month  (July 9th) so book your 

space!   

PARENT DROP IN 

Every Tuesday from 8.45 until 10.00 you can pop in, have a coffee and discuss any issues.  Lending Library is 

available along with outgrown School Uniform for sale. 

We also have ID wristbands for sale. Just write a mobile number on the band for peace of mind on those busy 

days out with the children. 

Attendance 

Our most recent  whole-school attendance figure is 91.6% showing a slight increase since Easter. We would 

like to remind you that it is vital that you give your child every opportunity to reach their full potential by 

ensuring that they come to school every day. If your child is absent for any reason please could you phone the 

school office to let us know, thank-you for your consideration and co-operation. Congratulations to class A6 

who currently have 97% attendance, followed  very closely (in rank order) by classes A1, A5 & C7, who all 

have over 95% attendance. 

Heronsbridge Moodle Website 

Keep up to date with all school information and our latest news by visiting our Moodle website on 

http://moodle.bridgend.gov.uk/heronsbridge/ 

If you would like to talk about any aspects of your child’s education  
you can telephone (01656) 653974  

or email admin.heronsbridgeschool@bridgend.gov.uk.  

 


