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Autistic  Department 
Our topic this term is Home and Away.  We have read lots of books but 

one of our favourites was Handa’s Surprise where we tasted mango, 

avocado, pineapple and lots of other fruits.  Apple day was a great 

success and Mr Jones led the procession around the grounds piping in 

the apple. There were several games to play—find the maggot, piñatas, 

apple and spoon race and each child won an apple.  The Senior autistic 

departments created their own Home and Away stories and they have 

learnt about the different cultures, climates and food.  They have made 

a range of different food, and the aromas from the kitchen have been 

delightful.   

 

Primary 

Our Primary Department topic this term is “Home and Away”, where we 

are learning about and comparing Wales and Africa. Pupils have been 

enjoying tasting typical Welsh and African cooking, such as Welsh Cakes 

and exotic African fruits, such as those found in the story Handa’s 

Surprise. They have looked at their own houses and different  types of 

homes in the locality and compared these to some African dwellings. In 

forest school they have made mud huts. The Primary Department  has 

welcomed 9 new pupils this term. They have all settled and are already 

well established within the department, making themselves known to all and making new friends.   

 
This term pupils enjoyed their annual day out to Barry Beach, organised by the Variety Club. Once again we 

were lucky enough to have a dry day and even though rain had been forecast the sun shone for our pupils and 

staff to have a fabulous day.  Class 5 pupils have started their campaigns for School Council election, with each 

of them talking about their ideas during Primary assembly. All pupils will now vote for who they want to 

represent them as Primary Dept School Council members. Good luck to them all.  Class 5 pupils have also been 

working closely with our visiting art students this term and having lots of fun. 
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Dates for the diary 
 

November 
 

21st     Bring and Buy sale  10-2pm      

            (Heron Hall) 

22nd     Bag 2 School   

            (Blue bag collection) 

DECEMBER 

8th   Christmas Market  Sunday      

         11—3pm  (Gym) 

11th  Senior Christmas Concert   

          (Heron Hall) 

12th  Senior Christmas Concert   

          (Heron Hall) 

12th  Family Matters Group    

         (Conservatory) 

16th  Primary Christmas Concert   

         (St Mary’s Church)  

17th  Christmas dinner 

18th  Winter fayre 

18th  Break up for Christmas       

Back to school 6th January 

January 
6th     Back to school 

The school year has got off to a wonderful start, but seems to 

be moving faster than ever!  Following a lot of discussion and 

negotiation, we are now offering even more options to young 

people in their last three years of school. These focus on 

vocational areas and are taught in addition to the essential 

areas of literacy and numeracy, physical activity, RE and life 

skills.  New this year is the opportunity to follow Child Care at 

entry level, develop painting and decorating skills, as well as 

horsemanship and stable management.  

Developments in the last couple of years mean that these new 

subjects provide additional opportunities and complement the 

subjects already established, such as Performing Arts, 

multisensory experiences, horticulture, multimedia, using leisure 

time and ICT.  With all these options, our only difficulty is    

getting young people to make a choice! 



Seniors 
We began the term with a MacMillan coffee morning organised by pupils.  The whole school enjoyed an Apple 

Day based in our orchard and new Heron lodge. Pupils harvested apples and honey from our bees alongside fun 

activities of Art Science and Games. We also dressed in green to support the Size of Wales project to save 

rainforests. Our harvest celebrations focussed on “Water for Life” . All classes contributed to a thoughtful 

and entertaining assembly and as a whole school, we raised £300 to send to water projects in our partner 

schools in Africa. We also collected for the Bridgend Food Bank. 

 

Inclusion 
It was a big celebration when the school was awarded the title of “Most inclusive school in the Borough” at 

the annual awards ceremony held at the Grand Pavilion. The school was judged against all Comprehensive and 

Primary school in the area, so it was an award that Mrs James was very proud to receive .  

 

Training 
We’ve hit the ground running at Heronsbridge and our dedicated teams of trainers have started the year 

where they left off before the summer holidays! This term sees plenty of refresher training for staff in 

Manual Handling and Child Protection, we are also delivering Incredible Years . 

Heronsbridge is once again hosting the Nick Hind leadership course for SWASSH—six days throughout the 

year— and we were also delighted to be asked for the second year to deliver Leading Learning and Teaching 

for Aspiring Leaders of Special Schools for LiNKS. The Family Matters roadshow event was a great success, 

please see the Heronsbridge moodle website for further training available to families. 

 

Friends of Heronsbridge                                                                                                                            

A big thank you to the school for organising the “Grand Opening” of Heron Lodge.   Simon Richardson MBE 

and Mr Brace from Dunraven Windows officially opened the lodge.  At the AGM we appointed Mrs Marjorie 

Nash as Chairperson, Siarlot Hall as Vice chair, Linda Thomas as Secretary and Carol Rule as Treasurer.  Our 

meetings are every month -if you would like to support us by either coming to the meetings or attending our 

events, please look at the moodle site for dates of meetings or upcoming events.  Thank you again for all your 

support. 

Family Matters 

A massive thank you to Karen Davies for organising a fantastic Family Learning Roadshow.  We had over 65 

families and 25 agencies attend the event.  Feedback questionnaire were excellent and we can’t wait for our 

next event.  Thank you to Helen and Mandy and pupils for organising the refreshments 

Attendance 

 
Our most recent  whole-school attendance figures (92.2%) are a vast improvement on last year - thank-you.  

We would like to remind you that it is vital that you give your child every opportunity to reach their full 

potential by ensuring that they come to school every day. Thank-you for your consideration and co-operation. 

Congratulations to class A6 who currently have 98.7% attendance, followed  very closely (in rank order) by 

classes A1, L1, A4, A5, C9 & C7 who all have over 95% attendance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to talk about any aspects of your child’s education  
you can telephone (01656) 653974  

or email admin.heronsbridgeschool@bridgend.gov.uk.  
We would like to remind parents that we do have an open door policy and welcome all 

contact with parents and families. 


