
Welcome to our new half-termly newsletter.

It has been a very busy first half term, and we would
like to take the opportunity to welcome all new pupils
who started in September. They all have worked very
hard and have settled well into school.

Royal Visit
We had an exciting start to our term when a Royal
visitor came to Heronsbridge (no not Harry!) to
celebrate our involvement with the Duke of Edinburgh
Award scheme. HRH Prince Edward spent a lot of time
talking to everyone and he was as excited as we were
during his visit. Rhiannon Cornthwaite presented
Prince Edward with a memento of a willow basket
containing our magazine, herbs from the school garden
and a jar of our own Heronsbridge honey.

Primary & Autistic Department
Our topic this term is Celebrations. We have
baked cakes, enjoyed stories and created our own
birthday books. The next couple of months will be
very busy as we have lots of celebrations such as
Divali and of course Christmas.

Our Annual Apple day, celebrating our Orchard,
was held in October. We had apple and spoon
races, baked cakes, played games and painted
using apples. We pressed apples grown in our
Orchard and tasted the apple juice that we made.
Pupils also had the opportunity to wear
beekeeping suits to visit our bees and tasted our
Heronsbridge honey!
In the afternoon we had a “Whole School Show
and Tell” and class A8 created a PowerPoint
presentation on the history of apples.

Thank you to everyone who donated items for our Harvest Assembly Food Bank collection
and money for the Go Green (The Size of Wales Project) to safeguard rainforests.
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Dates for the diary
November
15th        Family Forum 10.30-12.00pm
15/16th   School Photographs

December
5th        Friends Meeting 12.30pm
5th        Friends Carols concert 7pm
6th        Senior Carol concert in St. Mary’s
6th        Family Forum 10.30-12.00pm
13/14th    Primary Christmas Concert
18th         School Christmas Lunch
18/19th    Santa’s Grotto
20th         Last day of term

January
2nd INSET (school closed to pupils)
3rd Pupils start back at school



Senior
On the Thursday before half term, we hosted the annual South Wales Special Schools
“11-a-side” Challenge Shield  attended by 8 schools. A big “Thank you” to Mr Howe,
Mr Type, staff and pupils for all their hard work, everyone had an excellent day.
Our Senior department had the opportunity to perform in the Millennium Centre in Cardiff
as part of the Shakespeare Schools Festival. It was a fantastic show and we have some
aspiring actors in the making!!
We had visitors from our Comenius Project.  Teachers from Holland and Germany visited
our school and hopefully we will be visiting them next year.

Fundraising Events
Johnson & Johnson and Biomet have recently chosen Heronsbridge as one of their
charities and have organised numerous fundraising events including an auction night and a
charity baton-relay week. Pupils baked cakes to sell at Johnson & Johnson and our school
choir were invited to sing at their plant. Biomet have also donated £2000 worth of
resources to the school. This is great news!! We are very lucky to have their support.
The Friends of Heronsbridge have been working hard to raise money for Heron Lodge. We
have now reached our target of £80,000. The Lodge has been built and will be open in the
New Year. The Friends of Heronsbridge organise events every term and welcome your
support at these events. Please see “Dates for the diary” for their next event.

Family Forum
The Family Forum is going from strength to strength. It is a chance to meet other families
and the group arranges visiting speakers to talk about a range of topics.
It would be great to see you at the next meeting on November 15th, 10:30-12 at the
school.

Attendance
Our most recent attendance figures have dropped slightly and we would like to remind you
that it is vital that you give your child the best opportunity to reach their full potential by
ensuring they come to school every day. Thank-you for your consideration and
co-operation. Congratulations to class A6 with 99% attendance last 1/2 term, followed
closely by classes C10, C12 & A4.

Heronsbridge Moodle Website
Keep up to date with all school information and our latest news by visiting our
Moodle website on http://moodle.bridgend.gov.uk/heronsbridge/

If you would like to talk about any aspects of your child’s education
you can telephone (01656) 653974

or email admin.heronsbridgeschool@bridgend.gov.uk.
We would like to remind parents that we do have an open door policy and

welcome all contact with parents and families.


