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Autistic Department 

Our topic in the summer term was Our wonderful world.  We 

planted seeds and watched them grow.   We had lots of fun using 

water pistols and balloons to make class pictures.   We   visited 

our local community where we used our PECS to ask for a range 

of items.  The primary autistic department enjoyed our yearly 

party in Cowbridge.  Everyone enjoyed the BBQ, the band and the 

puppet show.  Several classes enjoyed their end of term trips to 

a variety of venues.  We also had an ROA day and night to 

celebrate pupils achievements at the end of key stage.  Well 

done everyone.  We would like to welcome all new pupils in our     

department and they have already made great progress so far 

and have settled very well. 

 

Primary 
During the summer term the Primary Department had lots of fun  

exploring our Wonderful World through the topic. The classes 

enjoyed lots of visits out and about to farms, the beach and 

enjoyed throwing stones into the river. A few children also went 

surfing which they really enjoyed. We supported the school by 

making sure the gardens looked lovely for the open day which 

fitted well into our topic. All the children enjoyed taking part in 

sports day—it was a lovely day for everyone! To help others we 

raised money for charity by having a sponsored wiggle in 

assembly! Everyone enjoyed wiggling around to music! 
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Dates for the diary 
 

October 
23rd    Harvest Celebrations 

24th    Family Learning Workshop  

            10—2pm  (Heron Hall)  

25th    Official opening of Heron     

            Lodge 

25th    Break up for half term 

November 
4th      Back to school 

6th      Super stars  (Gym) 

21st     Bring and Buy sale  10-2pm      

            (Heron Hall) 

22nd     Bag 2 School  ( Blue bag          

             collection) 

DECEMBER 

8th   Christmas Market  Sunday      

         11—3pm  (Gym) 

11th  Senior Christmas Concert   

          (Heron Hall) 

12th  Senior Christmas Concert   

          (Heron Hall) 

12th  Family Matters Group    

         (Conservatory) 

16th  Primary Christmas Concert   

         (St Mary’s Church)  

18th  Break up for Christmas       

The Careers and the World of Work programme is 

well underway, with all students following a course 

designed to meet their needs.  As part of the 

course, everyone attended the recent ‘What next?’ 

event held at Merthyr Leisure Centre.  There were 

too many interactive stands to name, but some of 

the most popular included the hair and beauty stand 

- most people came back with beautiful nails (male 

and female!) and a stand with exotic animals, called 

the ‘animalzone’.  The students had a wonderful day 

and our evaluations suggest that they are at least 

thinking about what comes next! 



Seniors 
The summer term saw the senior department take part in a number of new activities as well as some of our 

annual events . New this year was the golf taster day up at Pontypridd where the children took part in a skills 

session in the morning and a full round of 9 holes in the afternoon . Mobeen Afzal gaining the lowest score of 

the day . Another new activity was the drama workshop (greae theatre group), where key stage 3 took part in 

the story of the Iron Man , the children developed the story by making modals to use in a story . The two 

annual events which took place were the visit to the Cardiff city stadium where the children had full access 

to all areas of the premiership ground and a talk off match day hosts . The big whole school event of the 

summer term was the fact that we had lovely weather and all the children were able to take part in sports 

day . All of the children and parents were able to enjoy an afternoon on the field where everyone took part in 

different running jumping and throwing activities .  

 

Training 
It was a very busy summer term for our dedicated teams of trainers, the Incredible Years and SCIP teams 

had had a full programme and we also delivered Earlybird+, PECS, Manual Handling and Signalong training to a 

variety of groups. 

The Leavers Department used UPOSS funding to provide a well tailored programme of training to staff from 

Bridgend College, covering speech language and communication/behaviour/ADHD/record keeping/Autism/

dyslexia etc. Following the training, they produced a comprehensive supporting guidance file for all 

participants. This has helped to ensure that college staff have a greater understanding of the needs of our 

students when they start their new courses. 

Friends of Heronsbridge                                                                                                                            

The Friends of Heronsbridge had a successful fete where they raised over £5000.  Thankfully the weather 

was glorious and everyone who attended had a great time.  The Friends donated £5000 to develop an outdoor 

area for the Early Years class, which is looking lovely.  Heron Lodge is now completed and we are now looking 

at new projects to support the school.  Our meetings are every month if you would like to support us by 

either coming to the meetings or attending our events, please look at the moodle site for dates of meetings 

or upcoming events.  Thank you again for all your support. 

Family Matters 

The “family matters” group has got a new home!!  We are now based in Heron Lodge where we meet every 

month.  A big thank you to Mandy Bartlett, staff and pupils for organising the refreshments.  We have also 

appointed a new Family Liaison officer Karen Davies who many of you have already met.  We would like to 

remind you that there is a Family Roadshow being held in Heron Hall on 24th of October from 10.00 –2.00.  

Look forward to seeing you there. 

Attendance 

Our whole school attendance figure for last year (2012/13) was 90.2% and although this was 

slightly below 2011/12 (90.5%) the trends improved from September to July. We appreciate the 

efforts that families make in promoting high levels of attendance.  We would like to remind you 

that it is vital that you give your child every opportunity to reach their full potential by ensuring 

that they come to school every day. Thank-you for your consideration and co-operation. 

Congratulations to A6 & C12, they finished the year with 94.9% attendance, followed closely by A4 

& C7 with 94.1%. These classes each won a prize and awards were given to all pupils with 100%. 

If you would like to talk about any aspects of your child’s education  
you can telephone (01656) 653974  

or email admin.heronsbridgeschool@bridgend.gov.uk.  
We would like to remind parents that we do have an open door policy and welcome all 

contact with parents and families. 


