
Coronavirus (COVID-19) LATEST UPDATE  15/01/21 – EMERGENCY ONSITE 

PROVISION 

• IT IS SAFER TO KEEP YOUR CHILD AT HOME. IF YOU CAN SAFELY 

CARE FOR AND KEEP YOUR CHILD AT HOME, YOU SHOULD. ONLY 

USE OUR EMERGENCY PROVISION IF ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL. 

From week beginning 18/01/21 Heronsbridge will remain open for emergency provision for 

children of critical workers and identified additionally vulnerable groups only. This 

provision will be available from 09:00 – 15:00 (Monday-Friday).  

• In Bridgend, a critical worker is defined as someone who works for one of the following 

organisations:  

o Health  

o Social care  

o Fire and rescue service  

o Police  

o Ambulance service  

o Education  

Critical workers can apply for a place for the following week, by emailing: 

admin.heronsbridge@bridgend.gov.uk before 12 midday, every Wednesday and families will 

be informed of the outcome by Friday. I am sure you will appreciate that provision is dependent 

on the number of applications received and available resources, therefore we may not always 

be able to fully meet all requests, but we will endeavour to do so wherever possible. 

By the very nature of Heronsbridge and our learners, we know that – due to their ALN/SEN – 

all pupils are classed as vulnerable. We are working closely with BCBC Social Services and 

the Vulnerable Groups team, in identifying groups of our learners who have additional 

vulnerabilities. 

Schools have been closed and the nation is once again in lockdown to drive down the 

transmission of this new strain of the coronavirus and all of us should be working together to 

keep each other safe. Only send your child to school if absolutely necessary. 

Free School Meals 

If your child receives a free school meal, information can be found in the link below. (all 

children eligible for free school meals will receive a weekly food parcel) 

Children's weekly food parcels - Bridgend CBC 

Home Learning 

We hope that you are all keeping well and staying safe in these very testing times. We have 

continued to update the range of resources, activities and sessions that we put together, to help 

you support your child during this enforced period. These home learning resources (found in 

the pupil area of our website) are not an exhaustive list and can be worked on in any order, at 

any pace. 

mailto:admin.heronsbridge@bridgend.gov.uk
https://www.bridgend.gov.uk/my-council/performance-plans-and-reports/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-information-and-advice/childrens-weekly-food-parcels/


Please click the link below, to take you to the pupil resources on our website. 

http://moodle.bridgend.gov.uk/heronsbridge/mod/resource/view.php?id=305 

Your child’s teacher will be in regular communication, checking in with you to discuss 

work/resources/activities. If you have any queries about the activities, you can discuss during 

contact with your child’s teacher or you can call the school on 01656 815725 – there is always 

someone in the school building, so please leave a voicemail on reception if no-one is available 

to answer the phone. 

If you have any technology/devices/broadband issues which affect your child’s ability to access 

digital resources/activities, please make your child’s teacher aware and we’ll work with the 

local authority to troubleshoot a solution. 

You can also keep up to date with events on our school website or Twitter feed: 

https://twitter.com/HeronsbridgeSch  

@HeronsbridgeSch 

Stay safe, stay home and we’ll get through this. 

Together We Can! 

 

 

http://moodle.bridgend.gov.uk/heronsbridge/mod/resource/view.php?id=305
https://twitter.com/HeronsbridgeSch


 

																																																																																																																																		Thursday	10th	December	2020	
	
Dear	Parent/Carer,		
	

I	am	writing	to	inform	you	of	the	arrangements	for	the	end	of	this	term.	
	
I’m	sure,	like	me,	you	are	keeping	a	watchful	eye	on	the	ever-changing	coronavirus	situation	
and	you	are	all	concerned	with	the	number	of	communities	in	Wales	that	have	been	affected	
by	the	record-high	Covid	rates.	
	
As	you	are	aware,	we	received	two	positive	case	notifications	this	week	and,	whilst	we	were	
fortunate	in	not	having	to	isolate	large	contact	groups,	we	are	mindful	of	how	quickly	things	
can	change.	The	prospect	of	contacting	families	and	staff,	to	let	them	know	that	they	will	need	
to	self-isolate	during	Christmas,	does	not	fill	me	with	‘comfort	and	joy’	at	this	time	of	the	year	
–	worse	still	if	somebody	were	to	become	seriously	ill.	
	
Following	consultation	with	the	Director	of	Education,	I	have	made	the	decision	that	
Wednesday	December	16th	will	be	the	last	day	in	school	for	pupils	and	staff,	in	line	with	all	
BCBC	schools.	
The	reason	behind	this	decision	is	purely	and	simply	on	the	grounds	of	safety.	Our	cautious	
approach	since	September	has	served	us	well	thus	far	and	we	will	continue	to	make	decisions	
to	protect	everyone,	as	far	as	practicably	possible.	
This	approach	will	help	reduce	the	risk	of	transmission	for	large	numbers	of	our	school	
community	over	the	Christmas	break.	
	

For	pupils,	all	learning	will	move	to	the	online	resources,	available	on	the	pupil	area	of	our	
school	website.	For	staff,	with	the	exception	of	site	staff	and	any	planned	maintenance,	all	staff	
will	be	required	to	work	from	home	for	the	last	two	days	of	term.	
	

We	have	all	been	pulling	together	to	implement	safety	control	measures	throughout	this	
pandemic	and	have	been	fortunate	to	have	had	very	few	cases	this	term,	compared	to	other	
schools.	I	firmly	believe	that	this	decision	will	reduce	the	possibility	of	further	cases	during	the	
Christmas	break.	
	
Thank	you	all,	for	your	understanding	and	ongoing	support.	
Together	We	Can!	
	

Christmas	wishes	to	all	families,	Nadolig	Llawen.	
	

																																																																		
	
Jeremy	Evans	-	Headteacher	

Headteacher:	Mr	J	Evans 

HERONSBRIDGE SCHOOL  
Ewenny	Road,	Bridgend	CF31	3HT 

Tel:	(01656)	815725		Fax:	(01656)	815729	 
Email:	admin.heronsbridge@bridgend.gov.uk	 



 

                                                                                                                                   

Monday 14th September 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
I am writing to update you all, following our first full week back in school since the beginning of 
March! It has been so nice to see the smiling faces of our pupils and the happy sounds of a 
busy school. 
 
I’m sure, like me, you are keeping a watchful eye on the ever-changing coronavirus situation 
and you are all concerned with the number of schools in Wales that have been affected.  We 
will continue to put measures in place to mitigate risks and the school will be operating in 
unfamiliar ways, as we gradually and safely work our way back to some kind of normality.  As a 
community, we all need to work together to keep each other safe. 
 
In order to support social distancing measures, transport will continue to be staggered, 
dropping off and picking up in a slow and orderly fashion and pupils may enter and exit school 
at different locations – to avoid ‘bottleneck’ situations.  Once in school, pupils and staff are 
grouped in their departmental ‘bubbles’ and will not be mixing with other departments. This is 
to ensure minimal contact with large numbers of people.  School dinners will still be available 
and pupils who bring a packed lunch can do so.  We have moved to four dinner sittings, so that 
‘bubbles’ do not mix.  
 
We will not be hosting large meetings, large scale gatherings, such as assemblies, concerts, 
shows and non-essential visitors will not be admitted to school for the time being.  Annual 
review meetings will be held ‘virtually’. 
 
The school is also having additional cleaning during the day, not just before and after school. 
We will continue to focus primarily on pupil wellbeing, outdoor learning opportunities and 
classroom activities. Your child will be encouraged to wash their hands as frequently as 
possible and staff will be wearing various forms of PPE – particularly when supporting children 
with their personal care. 
 
The wearing of face coverings is strongly recommended by BCBC, for staff and secondary aged 
children, in communal areas – where social distancing may be compromised. Although, it may 
not always be appropriate for pupils with additional learning needs to do so. 
 
Please see FAQs/Risk Assessment/Control Measures for further detail (on school website) 
http://moodle.bridgend.gov.uk/heronsbridge/mod/resource/view.php?id=784&Usernam
e=guest 
 
 
 

Headteacher: Mr J Evans 

HERONSBRIDGE SCHOOL  
Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HT 

Tel: (01656) 815725  Fax: (01656) 815729  
Email: admin.heronsbridge@bridgend.gov.uk  

http://moodle.bridgend.gov.uk/heronsbridge/mod/resource/view.php?id=784&Username=guest
http://moodle.bridgend.gov.uk/heronsbridge/mod/resource/view.php?id=784&Username=guest


 

If your child, or a family member is symptomatic, please keep your child at home. If a pupil 
arrives at school with Covid-19 symptoms, they will not be admitted.   
If a child develops symptoms whilst at school, we will keep them separate from other children 
and staff until they are picked up by a parent/carer.  Families will then need to follow self-
isolation guidelines, or obtain a test for their child.  If the test results are negative and the child 
no longer has symptoms, they may return to school.  Initially, I am inclined to be overly 
cautious in identifying and acting upon symptoms in pupils and staff, and I hope that you will 
appreciate my motives for doing this – better to be safe, than sorry. 
 
As you can see, we are doing all that we can to ensure that the safety of everyone is at the 
heart of everything we do.  That being said, not all risks can be totally eradicated.  Welsh 
Government have assured us that you will not be penalised if you choose not to send your 
child into school due to ongoing concerns around medical conditions and Covid-19. 
 
I am assured that we will continue to support each other with readjusting and regaining much 
needed routine and stability.  
 
Together We Can! 
 
Our very best wishes to all families. 
 

                                                                  
 
Jeremy Evans - Headteacher 




